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Agenda
 Manufactured Housing Definitions
 State–Certified Modular Homes

 Jurisdiction
 Permit Requirements
 M.R.S. Title 10 and M.R.S. Title 30-A
 Codes and Standards
 Relocation of State-Certified Modular Homes
 Third Party Inspection Agencies
 Certificate of Occupancy



Agenda
 HUD–Code Homes

 Jurisdiction
 Permit Requirements
 M.R.S. Title 10
 New Home Standards
 Relocation of HUD-Code Homes
 Used Home Installation Standards
 Health & Safety Standards for Used Manufactured 

Housing



Manufactured Housing Board Staff

 Executive Director: Peter Holmes
 (207) 624-8678 / Peter.T.Holmes@maine.gov

 Senior Manufactured Housing Inspector: Ryan Chandler
 (207) 624-8618 / Ryan.E.Chandler@maine.gov

 Manufactured Housing Inspector: Jessica Parlin
 (207) 624-8694 / Jessica.D.Parlin@maine.gov

 Secretary Specialist: Heather Greenleaf
 (207) 624-8612 / Heather.P.Greenleaf@maine.gov
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Maine Manufactured Housing Board
Declaration of Purpose

 The Manufactured Housing Board was established to 
ensure that manufactured housing is safe from 
hazardous defects and provide a safe and sanitary 
environment for occupants residing in manufactured 
housing communities. (1977)

 The primary responsibilities of the Board are to 
examine and license qualified applicants, to 
investigate complaints against licensee’s and to take 
appropriate disciplinary action against noncompliance 
with its statutes and rules. 



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9002(7)(A)

 HUD-code homes, which are those units constructed 
after June 15, 1976 that the manufacturer certifies are 
constructed in compliance with the HUD standard, 
meaning structures, transportable in one or more 
sections that, in the traveling mode, are 8 body feet or 
more in width and 40 body feet or more in length or, 
when erected on site, are 320 or more square feet, and 
are built on a permanent chassis and designed to be 
used as dwellings, with or without permanent 
foundations, when connected to the required utilities, 
including the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning and 
electrical systems contained therein.



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9002(7)(B)

 State-certified modular homes, which are those units 
that the manufacturer certifies are constructed in 
compliance with this Act and rules, meaning 
structures, transportable in one or more sections, that 
are not constructed on a permanent chassis and are 
designed to be used as dwellings on foundations when 
connected to required utilities, including the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning or electrical 
systems contained therein.  “Manufactured Housing” 
does not include modular homes constructed at an 
educational facility by students pursuant to rules 
adopted by the Board.



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9002(7)(C)

 Pre-HUD-code homes, which are those units 
constructed prior to June 15, 1976, meaning structures, 
transportable in one or more sections, that are 8 body 
feet or more in width and are 32 body feet or more in 
length and are built on a permanent chassis and 
designed to be used as dwellings, with or without 
permanent foundations, when connected to the 
required utilities, including the plumbing, heating, 
air-conditioning or electrical systems contained 
therein.



Tiny Homes
(MUBEC – LD 1981)



Park Models / RV’s
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 

A-119.5



On-Frame Modular Homes
No new sales after June 17, 2019

No new installations after December 31, 2019





State-Certified Modular Home
Jurisdiction

 Maine Manufactured Housing Board has jurisdiction 
on the envelope of modular homes which include one-
and two-family dwellings and townhouses.

 Code Enforcement Officers have jurisdiction on the 
foundation, unfinished second floors, exterior stairs, 
decks, porches, garages, Etc. (Apartments, condo’s, 
offices)  



Modular Home – Permitting 
Stamped Plans and Set Manual

 Code Enforcement Officers can require:
 Copies of stamped home plans 

 General construction, fire safety, structural details, 
mechanical details, plumbing details & electrical details 

 Set manual / Installation instructions





Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9006(2)

 Manufactured housing which is manufactured, sold, 
installed or serviced in compliance with this chapter 
shall be exempt from all state or other political 
subdivision codes, standards or regulations which 
regulate the same matters. (1981)  



Planning and Land Use Regulation
Title 30-A, Section 4358(2)(E)

 Location of Manufactured Housing
 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any 

modular home that meets construction standards for 
state-certified manufactured homes adopted pursuant 
to Title 10, Section 9042 must be allowed in all zones 
where other single-family homes are allowed. (1995)



Maine Uniform Building & Energy Code
Title 10, Section 9724(5)(A)(1)

 The requirements of the Maine Uniform Building and 
Energy Code do not apply to:
 Log homes or manufactured housing as defined in 

Chapter 951; 

 Post and beam or timber frame construction; or

 Warehouses or silos used to store harvested crops.



Modular Codes and Standards

 Amended: February 5, 2018 – Effective Date: August 5, 2018
 2015 International Residential Code W/ Exceptions (2009)

 2015 Uniform Plumbing Code W/ Exceptions (2009)

 2017 NFPA 70 – National Electrical Code (2011)

 2012 NFPA 54 – National Fuel Gas Code (2011)



Modular Codes and Standards

 2011 NFPA 31 – Standard for the Installation of Oil Burning 
Equipment W/ Exceptions (Same) 

 2013 NFPA 211 – Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents and 
Solid Fuel-Burning Appliances (2010) 

 NFRC 100-2010 – Procedure for Determining Fenestration 
Product U-Factors (Same)

 2016, 10 CFR, Part 430, Subpart B, Appendix N – Measuring 
Energy Consumption of Furnaces and Boilers (2010)
 Oil Furnace:  83% Gas Furnace:  80%
 Oil Boiler:      84% Gas Boiler:      82%  



Modular Codes and Standards

 2015 International Residential Code W/ Exceptions
 Townhouses (R302.2)

 Each townhouse shall be considered a separate 
building and shall be separated by fire-resistance-
rated wall assemblies meeting the requirements of 
Section R302.1 for exterior walls.

 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems (R313)



Energy Specifications Table

Minimum Insulation
R-Value

Maximum Fenestration
for

Exterior Doors
U-Factor

Maximum 
Fenestration for 

Windows1

U-Factor

Maximum 
Fenestration for 

Skylights
U-Factor

Ceilings Roof/Ceilings Walls Floors Entrance Specialty

R-38 R-38 R-21 R-19 .35 .45 .35 .6





Unfinished Second Floors

 Homes delivered with an unfinished second floor must be 
insulated as described below:
 Stair enclosures – The ceilings of the stair enclosures must be 

insulated to R-30. The walls of stair enclosures must be 
insulated to R-11.

 Doors – To prevent heat loss into the unfinished space, doors 
within stair enclosures must be either an exterior door or 
insulated by any means, including temporary means, to R-19.

 Ceilings – The floor/ceiling assembly between the first and 
second stories must be insulated to R-30, except that the 
ceiling area beginning at the outside walls and extending to 
the knee walls must be insulated to R-38. 











Stair Geometry

 The maximum riser height shall be 8 1/4 inches. (7 ¾”)

 The greatest riser height within any flight of stairs shall not 
exceed the smallest by more than 3/8 inch.

 The minimum tread depth shall be 9 inches. (10”)

 The greatest tread depth within any flight of stairs shall not 
exceed the smallest by more than 3/8 inch.

 Guards shall not be constructed with horizontal rails or 
other ornamental patterns that result in a ladder effect. (Has 
been removed)





Radon Mitigation

 Radon entry routes such as openings around objects 
that penetrate the floor assemblies must be sealed.

 The manufacturer must install a 3” minimum diameter 
vent pipe up through the building floors at least 2’ into 
the attic space and capped below the roof.

 All exposed and visible interior radon vent pipes must 
be identified with at least one label on each floor and 
in accessible attics.



Radon Mitigation

 To provide for future installation of an active 
depressurization system, an electrical circuit 
terminated in an approved box must be installed by 
the manufacturer in the attic or other anticipated 
location of vent pipe fans.

 Vent pipes must be tested at the manufacturing facility 
for tightness.  Fully assembled vent pipes must be field 
tested by the dealer or installer.





Air Admittance Valves

 Air admittance valves must be installed after the drainage, 
waste and vent testing has been performed.

 The air admittance valve must vent only fixtures that are on 
the same floor level and connect to a horizontal branch 
drain.

 Access must be provided to all air admittance valves.  The 
valve must be located within a ventilated space that allows 
air to enter the valve.

 Within each plumbing system, a minimum of one stack 
vent or vent stack must extend outdoors to the open air.





Dishwasher Waste Connections

 Dishwashers shall discharge separately into a trap, 
trapped fixture, tailpiece of the kitchen sink or the 
dishwasher connection of a food waste grinder.

 The waste line from the dishwasher shall be looped as 
high as possible and be secured fastened to the 
underside of the sink rim or countertop.





Plumbing Permit Fees

 No per fixture fee.

 Modular home – factory components: $40 fee

 Relocated state-certified modular homes shall be 
considered as new conventional stick-built structures 
and a plumbing fixture fee shall be charged.  This does 
not apply to new model homes that have not been 
lived in upon relocation to the site of the first retail 
purchaser.







Relocation of State-Certified Modular 
Homes

 When a State-certified modular home is relocated, the 
local enforcement agency must accept the home in 
accordance with these rules.

 A home which has not been modified or altered in any way 
may not be required to conform with the current code.
 A home which has been modified or altered by more then 

50% of the replacement value of the home must be required 
to be brought into full conformance with the current code.

 A home which has been modified or altered by less than 50% 
of the replacement value of the home must have only the 
modified or altered portion brought into conformance with 
the current code.



Modular Housing
Third Party Inspection Agencies – Certification

 Prior to leaving the factory, all homes must be certified 
that they meet all codes and standards adopted by the 
Board.

 Certification shall be evidenced by the attachment of a 
seal to each dwelling unit (one seal per home).

 The Manufactured Housing Staff must approve all 
building systems and QA programs.











Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9042(3)

 New manufactured housing that is manufactured, 
brokered, distributed, sold, installed or serviced in 
compliance with this chapter is exempt from all state 
or other political subdivision codes, standards, rules or 
regulations that regulate the same matters.  A building 
permit or certificate of occupancy may not be delayed, 
denied or withheld on account of any alleged failure of 
new manufactured housing to comply with any code, 
standard, rule or regulation from which the new 
manufactured housing is exempt under this 
subsection. (1993)



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9042(5)(A)

 The State or a political subdivision of the State may 
deny a certificate of occupancy for any certified 
manufactured housing when, in the exercise of 
reasonable judgment, the State or the political 
subdivision of the State determines that an imminent 
and direct risk of serious physical injury or death 
would exist in the normal use of the manufactured 
housing. (1999)



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9042(5)(B)

 If the certificate of occupancy for certified 
manufactured housing is denied, the State or a 
political subdivision of the State shall promptly 
provide the applicant for the certificate of occupancy 
with written notice of the denial.  The notice must 
describe each reason for the denial of the certificate of 
occupancy in sufficient detail to allow the applicant to 
correct each deficiency noted.  The State or a political 
subdivision of the State shall simultaneously provide a 
copy of the notice to the Board. (1999)





New HUD-Code Home
Jurisdiction

 Manufactured Housing Board has jurisdiction on the 
foundation, envelope and installation of new HUD-
code homes.

 Code Enforcement Officers have jurisdiction on, 
exterior stairs, decks, porches, garages, on-site 
structures, Etc.



New HUD-Code Home – Permitting 
Plans and Set Manual

 Code Enforcement Officers can require:
 Copy of generic home plan

 On-site structures attached to the home require the 
manufacturer’s written and stamped approval or be 
designed and approved by a registered engineer or 
registered architect.   

 Set manual / Installation instructions



Manufactured Housing Act
Title 10, Section 9006(2)

 Manufactured housing which is manufactured, sold, 
installed or serviced in compliance with this chapter 
shall be exempt from all state or other political 
subdivision codes, standards or regulations which 
regulate the same matters. (1981)



Installation of HUD Homes
Title 10, Section 9002(6)

 For manufactured housing as defined in Subsection 7, 
Paragraphs A and C, “Installation” also includes the 
connection to existing electrical, oil, gas, water, 
sewage and similar systems that are necessary for the 
use of the manufactured housing for dwelling 
purposes.



New HUD-Code Home Construction 
Standards

 Homes are constructed to the Federal Manufactured 
Housing Construction and Safety Standards (MHCSS)
 Last updated in early 2000’s



HUD Certification Label



HUD Data Plate



Wind Zones
 Wind Zone I

 Androscoggin, Aroostook, Cumberland, Franklin,  
Kennebec, Knox, Lincoln, Oxford, Penobscot, 
Piscataquis, Sagadahoc, Somerset, Waldo and York 
Counties

 Wind Zone II – 100 mph
 Hancock and Washington Counties



Roof Load Zones

 Roof Loads – 30 psf.
 Androscoggin, Cumberland, Kennebec, Knox, Lincoln, 

Sagadahoc, and York Counties

 Roof Loads – 40 psf.
 Aroostook, Franklin, Hancock, Oxford, Penobscot, 

Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo and Washington Counties



Foundations

 Frost protected foundations must be designed 
according to the manufacturer’s installation manual or 
by a registered engineer or architect.

 Gravel foundations can be utilized for single wide 
homes only and must be designed by a registered 
engineer or architect to be site specific.

 No exceptions or grandfathering



Anchoring Requirements

 Tie-downs must be installed according to the 
manufacturer’s installations manual or by the 
registered engineer’s or architect’s design.





Engineer Approved Concrete Slab and 
Tie-downs

 Example of engineer approved slab and tie-down 
design that meets the standard:







Engineer Approved Gravel Pad and
Tie-downs

 Example of engineer approved gravel pad and tie-
down design that meets the standard:





Installation of On-Site Structures

 On-site structures attached to the home shall be 
installed according to the home manufacturer’s 
written and stamped approval or be designed and 
approved by a registered engineer or registered 
architect.

 On-site structures which support their own live load 
and dead loads and are not attached to the home are 
not covered by this standard and are under the 
authority of the local authority having jurisdiction 
(LAHJ).





Drainage System Requirements

 Drainage piping shall be securely attached to the 
structure by hangers, clamps, or brackets which 
provide protection against motion or vibration and 
shall be supported at intervals not to exceed 4 feet.





Site Drainage Requirements
 All drainage must be diverted away from the home.

 Must slope a minimum of ½” per foot away from the 
foundation for the first 10’ (5” minimum).









Electrical Requirements

 Service entrance cable shall be protected by a conduit 
from a minimum of 18 inches below grade to 8 feet 
above grade, or to the point of entrance into the home.

 Manufacturer’s install a section of 2-inch conduit 
through the floor cavity. 











Smoke Alarms & Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

 Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors 
must be functionally tested in accordance with 
applicable requirements of the smoke alarm and 
carbon monoxide detectors manufacturer 
instructions.



Plumbing Permit Fees

 No per fixture fee.

 New HUD-code home – factory components: $40 fee

 Relocated HUD-code homes shall be considered as 
new conventional stick-built structures and a 
plumbing fixture fee shall be charged.  This does not 
apply to new model homes that have not been lived in 
upon relocation to the site of the first retail purchaser.







Relocation of HUD-Code Homes

 When a HUD-code home is relocated, the local 
enforcement agency must accept the home in 
accordance with these rules.
 A home which has not been modified or altered in any 

way and contains the HUD certification label and HUD 
date plate may not be required to conform with the 
current code.

 A home which does not contain the HUD certification 
label and HUD data plate is subject to the Manufactured 
Housing Board’s Health and Safety Standards.



Pre-Occupancy Inspection Program
Chapter 890, Subchapter A(VII)

 Effective April 1, 2010:

 Requires an inspection program for pre-occupancy 
inspections.

 Received approval from HUD for our inspection 
program.

 Requires that 30% of new homes installed on private 
lots and in communities to be inspected.



Pre-Occupancy Inspections
 HUD Pre-Occupancy Inspection list includes:

 Maine seals and manufacturer data plate information
 Exterior finish
 Site preparation
 Foundation requirements
 Engineered tie-down systems
 Appliance venting and crawlspace ventilation
 Ductwork, plumbing and fuel supply systems
 Interior finish





Pre-Occupancy Inspection Seal

MHB # 321
This seal Certifies compliance with the   
HUD Installation Standard   
_________________          __________
Inspector                             Date



Installation Standards for Used HUD Homes
Chapter 900

 Effective April 1, 2010:

 A properly prepared gravel pad is allowed for a single-
wide home only.

 Tie-downs are required for rental homes in Hancock 
and Washington Counties.

 Homes shall be leveled so that all doors and windows 
operate as intended and plumbing drains function in 
a safe and sanitary manner. 



• Chapter 910
• Chapter 920
• Chapter 930
• Chapter 940
• Chapter 950
• Chapter 960
• Chapter 970





Space Requirements
Chapter 910

 Habitable rooms shall be provided with exterior 
windows and/or doors

 Minimum ceiling height of 6’-6”

 Minimum of two exterior doors

 Means of egress for rooms designed for sleeping 
purposes



Fire Safety
Chapter 920

 Fire detection equipment

 Flame spread

 Kitchen cabinet protectors

 Carpeting



Body and Frame Requirement
Chapter 930

 Roof loads
 Roofs added after construction are to be inspected to 

determine that the roof and home can withstand snow 
loads or wind uplifts

 Floors will be of a solid construction

 Exterior coverings shall be of moisture and weather 
resistant materials



Thermal Protection
Chapter 940

 Minimum insulation requirements
 Walls: R-11

 Roof: R-14

 Floor: R-11



Plumbing Systems
Chapter 950

 This chapter is intended to assure that water supply, 
drain, waste and vent systems are satisfactorily 
functioning and provide for health and safety under all 
conditions.

 A State of Maine licensed plumber shall inspect and 
verify that the conditions of this chapter are met.



Heating and Fuel Burning Systems
Chapter 960

 This chapter covers the heating and fuel burning 
equipment installed within, on, or external to a 
manufactured home.

 A person holding a master license from the State of 
Maine Fuel Board shall inspect and certify that the 
heating and fuel system are in a safe condition and 
meets NFPA-31 as adopted by the Board.



Electrical System
Chapter 970

 This chapter covers the electrical conductors and 
equipment installed within or on a manufactured 
home and the conductors that connect the home to 
the supply of electricity.

 A person holding a master license from the State of 
Maine Electricians’ Examining Board shall inspect and 
certify that the electrical system is accessible, 
including the wiring of the smoke detector, is safe and 
meets the National Electrical Code at the time the 
home was constructed.



Questions & Answers

 Manufactured Housing Board

 35 State House Station
 Augusta, ME 04333-0035

 Office Telephone: (207) 624-8612

 Website: www.maine.gov/professionallicensing

http://www.maine.gov/professionallicensing
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